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THE  SUCKLING  PERIOD 

Ky   W.   F.  Stkvkns.   Live  Stock  Coiiiinissidiier. 


Thf  .-iickliiiu  |)eii(i(l  i«  ilitit  pcriml  diirinu  wliicli  the  tircater 
piirtiiiii  of  the  niHirisliiiiciit  (if  the  youiii;  aniinal  consists  of  milk 
<(HTiioil  fnnii  the  niotlifr.  It  is  a  jiroparatory  iiorimi,  and  lias  as 
its  ciiicf  (ilijoct  such  a  devplopniciit  of  the  diuostive  jjowers  as 
will  ciiahlc  it  to  live  on  foods  other  than  those  ohiained  fn.ni  the 
dani. 

•  irouth  is  also  desiratile,  hut  this  ,-liould  iic  secured  its  an  inci- 
dent to  and  never  at  the  expense  of  diuestive  power.  Thousands 
iif  dolhr.'s  are  lo-t  every  year  hy  the  failure  of  inexperienced 
-wine  tirowers  to  j;ive  heed  to  this  fad. 

DANGERS  INCIDENT  TO  THE  SUCKLING  PERIOD 

The  principal  dangers  lo  which  the  young  animal  is  exposed 
diH'iim'  this  period  may  he  included  imder  -ieven  hcadiiiiis,  hut 
iliese  (lanuers  can  he  reduced  to  a  mininnun  hy  skill  on  the  part 
of  the  attendant. 

Sniothrriiif;. — The  first  danuer  to  which  the  newly  horn  piu  is 
exposed  is  that  of  heinj;  smothered  in  the  nest.  Because  of  this, 
many  swine  growers  contend  that  the  dam  should  he  supplied 
with  hut  a  small  amount  of  l)eddiiig  at  farrowing  time.  The 
wiiter's  ohservation  of  the  practical  workin.<;  of  this  theory  is  thai 
It  IS  wronix,  particularly  when  ap])lied  to  litters  farrowed  durin<i 
cold  weather.  The  lime  to  take  precautionary  measures  asaiiisi 
-iiiotherinu  is  thirty  days  hefore  the  sire  and  dam  are  mated,  as 
■^us^ested  in  Live  Stock  Pamphlet  No.  4.  and  if  these  precaution- 
ary measure.--  are  continued  intelli.iiently  uiitii  farrowin<r  time, 
ihe  losses  from  smothering  heiaiise  of  a  lilieral  supply  of  lieddinj;. 
will  he  sm;ill,  j>rovided  the  heddinu  is  dry.     .\  far  greater  numher 
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;irc  ^iiiothiTcil  liccau-c  tficy  li.i\f  lit"<iiiiif  iliillod  thnuii^li  lyiiiii 
nil  liiiic  lliiiii-.  nr  ill  iliiini)  licildiiiu,  and  lliiduuli  t'ccdiiiiiisi  su 
iiiliiit  u|"p|i  liiiiMliim  touetliiT  I'm-  waiintli.  llial  Iht'v  dn  not  heed 
till'  ilaiitrcr  til  wliic'h  tlu'V  aiv  fxixi-cil  wlu'ii  tlii'  -ow  I'liii'i-*  tlic 
in'-t  and  lies  down. 

/'/H  ((i;m);(/((.-  'I'liou.-^aiid-:  'if  uiiitcr  ami  early  ^priiiL;  I'arrowi'd 
|>ius  aiv  li>~l  I'vcfv  yo.ir  rnmi  iincuniniiii.  Tiii-i  ailment  is  iisiiallx 
fiiuiid  in  eoniieetion  willi  scan(\  nr  damp  licddinu.  and  dark,  ill- 
ventilatecl  qnarters.  The  e.irly  symptoms  are  sliiR£;ishness  and 
a  disiiii-itidii  to  withdraw  frnm  the  remainder  of  tiio  litter.  Tlii- 
i«  followed  hy  ,i  slight  eoiinh  and  finally  liy  heavinti  of  the  rihs. 
due  to  dill'ieiilty  in  lireathinu.  Tlie  ho-it  method  of  avoidiim  los- 
from  pneumonia  is  to  avoiil  tho<e  conditions  that  cause  it.  The 
writer  know-  of  no  easier  or  cheaper  ineaiw  of  doint:  this  than 
h\-  providing  winter  farrowmii  pens  siieh  a;!  nre  snimesti'd  in  i''it;. 
.■'.  Live  Stock  Pamphlet  No.  '.\.  and  the  .\-shapod  colony  pens, 
as  siiiinc-ted  oil  |iam'  I'l  of  the  paiiiphlel  referred  to,  for 
snmnier  use. 

Thiivipf. — Thnm[)s  are  dne  to  ovrrfeedins;.  especially  on  heal- 
ing; foods,  and  a  kick  of  exercise  on  the  ]iart  of  lioth  pii;>  and 
dam.  This  r(>-nlls  in  an  acciimulalion  of  t'at  ahoiit  the  heart.  The 
lariicst  ami  f.iltesi  animal  in  the  litter  is  ii-nally  the  first  to  he 
taken  ill.  There  i-  a  violent  heatinix  of  tlie  heart  and  heaviim  of 
the  Hanks,  the  l.ttler  heina  ilne  to  the  sjiasmodic  action  of  the 
diaphragm.  .\s  a  rule  the  animal  dies  in  a  few  liours.  Little 
can  he  accomplished  witli  medicine.  Preventive  measures  alone 
should  he  relied  on.  Compel  the  sow  to  take  a  laiLre  amount  of 
exercise.  See  to  it  that  her  ration  consist.a  chiefly  of  cooliiiLC  feeds. 
such  a.s  succulent  pastures,  raw  lurniy)'^.  manncls.  heets  or  alfalfa 
liny,  and  a  thin  slop  of  irround  outs  and  hran.  This  ailment  does 
not  exist  ainonu;  swine  that  are  permitted  to  live  close  to  nature. 
It  is  when  artificial  condition.s  are  forced  upon  them  hy  thouiihtless 
and  inexjierienced  attendants  that  it  oeetirs. 

Sfnriiil!nn .  The  iinmher  of  young  pi.C-'  that  die  of  starvation 
is  comparatively  small,  yet  when  it  does  take  place  it  is  usually 
due  to  over  feiMliiiL;  the  darn  pri<ir  to  and  immediately  after  far- 
rowinu;.  The  attendant  in  such  cases  is  usually  inexperienced,  liut 
amhitious  to  make  a  record.  He  does  not  know  that  wh.it  may 
he  ideal  feediiiL:  duriiii;  one  period  of  the  nnimars  life  is  the 
\(>ry  opposite  in  another.  He  has  hut  one  idea,  and  th.at  is  to 
feed,  and  in-teail  of  selecting  a  foodstuff  that  is  esiiecially  ad,a|ited 
to  the  requirements  of  his  anim.ils.  he  sui)jilies  what  can  he 
secureil  with  the  least  tronhle  to  himself,  lie  permits  his  hrood 
.sows  to  feed  with  lio^s  that  he  i-  fattening  for  market,  or  keeps 
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llii'iii  lilictMll.v  sii|i|iluil  uitli  -ucli  uraiii"^  a-  ;ii<Miiiil  wlifiil  and 
liai'ley.  Tin?  roiill  i<  lliat  tlu'  iidikr  of  tin'  ilaiii  Lccniiics  -d  cuii- 
Liotfil  that  till'  milk  laiiinit  tlnw  wlicii  requircil,  (ir  the  udder  may 
he  -()  iiaiiil'ul  to  lilt'  Idiicli  that  the  -nw  will  nut  iicrmi!  the  littlt- 
on,  -  to  suckle,  and  in  ciihir  la.-e  they  die  of  .-tarvatioii. 

(iiini'il'iilixiii.  i.iki"  mo.-l  dilVicullics  connected  with  swine 
U'fowinii.  canniliali-m  is  I'onnd  almo.-t  entirely  nmon^  animals 
that  are  kepi  under  unnaluial  conditions.  It  is  due;  ehieliy  to  an 
nnhalanced  lalion.  particularly  to  a  ration  of  a  heatinj;  nature 
and  delicient  in  hone  and  irni-ele-makin;;  material,  the  principal 
promplinii  cau-e  heiiii;  a  dcllciency  iii  phos,ihate  of  lime.  When 
the  hahit  is  once  loiiucd  it  is  dillicult  to  hreak.  lirood  sows  that 
are  compelled  |o  take  a  lar^e  aiiioimt  of  exercise  durinii  preii- 
nancy.  that  are  kept  in  a  moderate  slate  of  lle-h  on  a  ration  rich 
in  pioiein  and  phosphates,  -uch  a-  oals.  turnip-^,  alfalfa,  hran  and 
-ucculent  pasiuraiic  seldom  cat  their  youn.i:. 

Thi-  matter  i-  more  fullv  dealt  with  ui  l.i\e  Stock  I'amphlet 
No.  1. 

I'lninliitiiliiiii.  Where  con-lipalion  is  found  anioun  yoiiiiL;  pi^s. 
ihe  fault  is  nsuallv  with  ih  •  atteiid.uit.  lie  is  fcedinu  for  fat 
ralher  than  for  a  healihv  limwih  ;  he  is  -tippl.s  inu  the  dam  larucly 
with  harley  or  wheat  and  foicinu  the  vouiii;  i)ius  to  eat  the  same 
food  in  order  to  -ati^fy  their  hunyer.  The  diue.-lisc  organs  of 
the  youim  animal-  are  nol  aMe  lo  handle  -o  slroiiii  ,a  fceil  an<l 
ronstipatiou  follows. 

I>ini-,li'  ■  '.  Tlii-  ailment  i-  usually  due  to  the  feedinu  of  .sows 
-will  of  soine  kind.  Keediuij,  heaxily  on  luittermilk  will  also 
cau^e  it.  l'"eedinL;  from  llllhy  ]>ails  and  Irouyhs  will  eontrii)Ute 
to  the  .same  end.  Where  the  dilVieulty  exists,  carefully  remove  all 
lilth,  see  that  the  jiail-  and  troujihs  are  clean,  and  su[ii)ly  only 
-wed.  wholc-(puie  fonil  in  nioilci-aie  i|uantilies  ,and  the  trouhle  will 
u-iially  disappear. 


SOWS  AT  FARROWING  TIME 

Sti'ihi  Xiiliirr. — .\seertaiii  what  the  Krood  .-ow  d<ies  at  this  time 
when  living  in  a  -tato  of  nature  and  make  provi-ion  for  her  to 
do  as  nearly  as  jiossihle  what  nature  ])roin!its  her  to  do.  (dvc 
her  dry.  well-ventilated  iniartcrs.  lU'olected  from  wind  and  rain. 
(!ive  her  a  liheral  supply  of  clean,  dry  straw,  and  let  her  make 
her  nest  in  her  own  way.  Always  renicinlier  that  if  her  hed  is 
not  to  her  likiny;  she  will  not  he  content  in  it.  She  will  he  con- 
tinually gettinti  u])  and  Iryim:  to  improve  it.  and  in  doiim  >;o  will 
i-ndani;er  the  life  of  her  yount:. 
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and  ll.u  alteudunl  who  is  di-spo-scJ  U,  l.e  lu..-y  arc  lici.u.i.llv  ^W 
(liiufl  ruiise  of  svvn.t!  lu»=es  ul  tuin.wii.K  liiuu.  In  ihe  inajunl) 
ol  ca..e.  il  u  far  Injlter  U.  remain  awuy  and  let  ll.o  »ovv  have  uhsoliiU- 
•imel,  aud  if  the  i-roper  [.reiMWlion;.- v  mcaMnv.  have  i,reM..u.-lv 
l,ceh  laken  lu,  suggested  m  a  foruu  lagruid.,  no  a««i.lai.ce  wil 
1,0  re.iuired.  A  life  ran  r-oiueliiiie.-  le  saved  by  a  skiUliil  an-l 
cAiH-iieueed  allendanl  when  the  sow  i.  4'»i^'t  -H'*!  aceu.lo.ned  to 
Leii.i;  iiat.dled  a-  i.  uM.ally  ihe  ea.>e  willi  Am^\  -to.k,  hul  wi'h 
..vdii.aiy  eoniiiKivul  hog.  unaeeu»lonied  to  heiug  handled  the 
the  uUendani  had  belter  remain  away. 

lianuviny  the  Afttrbnlh. -Mam  beginner,  m  swine  growing 
have  a  notion  that  the  n.w  <hou!d  n.a  l>e  permitted  to  eal  the 
afterbirth  le^l  it  deveb-p  in  her  a  desire  b.r  lle»h  and  piuiui.l  her 
lu  eal  her  young.  I'lie  wrilerV  ..bjorvatioii  doe.s  not  I'e.a-  out  thi> 
theory.  The  ideas  thai  ihe  Creator  thought  out  eeiituries  ago 
and  plaeed  in  the  mind  of  the  animal  in  tlie  h.rm  of  what  we 
call  inslinel  are  more  to  be  depended  upon  than  modern  theories 
devised  by  man,  and  the  sow  living  in  a  .<tate  of  nature  usually 
eats  her  afterbirth,  bul  siie  .-eldoni  eats  her  youiig. 

I'lopcr  Fvcdnuj.'-'\  fuel  thai  many  aliendaiils  on  swiiie  over- 
look is  thai  the  eoiidilion  of  the  sow  at  farrowing  time  is  fe\eri,h, 
and  that  his  hrsl  duly  is  to  avoid  doing  anything  that  will  lend 
U.  augment  this  fever.  UeMdes  proteeling  lier  from  disturbing 
inlluenees  as  mentioned  above,  only  sueli  feeds  should  b..  supplied 
as  will  tend  lo  allav  it.  Cold  water  in  warm  weather  and  warm 
water  in  cold  weather  is  all  that  should  be  given  during  the  lii>t 
twelve  hours  afler  farrowing.  If  the  milk  is  llowing  naturallv 
more  substantial  foods  may  then  be  supplied,  such  as  skimmed 
milk,  a  thin  slop  of  bran  and  water,  and  siieh  succulent  teeds  as 
may 'be  in  sea;joii,  such  as  rape  and  green  alfalfa  in  the  summer 
or  turnips  and  alfalfa  iuiy  during  the  winter  moiiil  ^.  A  tier  a 
day  or  two  a  small  (luaiility  of  ground  oals  may  be  a.lded,  bul 
these  should  be  fed  in  the  form  of  a  thin  slop. 

Rules  for  l\cd:ng.—Thc  writer  is  freMuently  aske.l  b,r  a  safe 
rule  re-jurding  the  lU'oper  quantity  of  feed  for  a  sow  sueklmg  a 
liUer  ol  pigs.  It  reiiuircs  bul  a  moment's  thought  to  see  that  a 
rule  as  to  quantitv  of  feed  is  imiu.v-ible.  or  il  m.u.-I  be  at  best  very 
general.  Sows  suckling  large  litters  require  more  teed  than  those 
suckling  small  ones.  S.mie  sows  are  belter  milkers  than  others 
and  can,  therefore,  he  given  a  greater  amount  ot  led  with  salelv, 
provided  thev  are  not  giving  more  milk  than  the  pigs  aiv  eon- 
-uming.     Snme  pigs  arr  born  will,  -tnu.-er  digestive  organs  than 
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uthiT.-i,  uinl  will  Illlike  till. id  ;;allis  iiu  a  lalinii  llial  wuillil  !■(;  t.Ual 
U)  11  WfakiT  aiiiiiial.  lliTu  i.-.  ulicru  tiXpciicinf,  ul.Mi\aliuii  ami 
HiMul  jminMiiiil  liiiil  llu'ir  ii'wahl  lis  (.•naliliu^;  tlie  t'culti  l.<  ildir- 
luiiif  wlial  I'arli  aiiiiiial  ifiimii-.  'I'lic  only  salu  nilf  In  iulli.w 
liming  lliu  siuklinn  pi'iiud  in  to  yuiii)!^  iVt'ils  that  aio  iDolin^i  in 
IJH'ir  lialuiT,  all'  t'a.-ilv  iliu'-'fl  ami  Ifinl  hi  iiniiiiMli'  Wiaiy  ami 
musi'iiliir  (lesfloiinionl  ami  tn  rcjiiilalo  the  i)iuintity  ai'cdidini; 
t(i  the  niaiintT  in  wliiili  llie  animaU  lesijond  to  'he  feed  -upiilied. 
It  >lioiild  always  he  home  in  mind  that  the  .•sueee.'stul  attendant 
is  the  one  who  dete.ts  the  hej;iniiiiig  of  irouhle.  He  never  fails 
to  note  the  natiiiv  of  the  dio|>|>inus.  So  lonj^  as  these  are  normal 
he  knows  hi-  method  of  feediii;;  is  ri;;lil,  1ml  when  iiidieations 
of  eoiislipalioii  or  diarrhoea  develop,  he  knows  that  he  has  erred 
at  -ome  point,  and  he  proceeds  to  eorreet  his  error,  lie  oll^erve.- 
al.-o  the  condition  of  the  hair.  So  Ion;;  a.s  this  i-  .-^mooth  ami 
j^lo-sy,  he  knows  that  his  animal-  are  a.— i:nilaliiin  their  food 
prope'ly,  and  thai  all  the  reiiuiieinent-  of  their  natures  are  lieinj; 

-all-lied,   hul  when   the   hair   hee i,-  dry    and  -lariii;;,  or  uor.-e 

?till,  eiirly,  lie  realizes  then  that  this  eoiidilioii  cannot  loii^'  eon- 
liiiiie  until  the  animal  hecoinea  an  uniirolilaole  leedcr. 

(  tindnin  ntn!  I-'<:ciU.~  Vuv  the  averajiC  >;rower  of  commercial 
lio^a  coiidimeiilal  feeds  are  iinnece.-.-ary  ami  generally  nnprolit- 
uhle.  The  exiierieiiced  grower  of  -how  .-lock  can  re-ort  to  tlie  use 
of  ■■fdi'ciiig"  iced-  for  a  short  lime  with  >atety,  hut  their  u-''  hy 
inexperienced  feeder.^  is  altended  with  -ome  ri-k.  and  freiiiiciitlv 
results  in  niininn  the  dii;estio!i  of  the  animals  they  were  iiiicml'd 
to  promote. 

Il7u/i  to  irta/i.— There  is  a  wide  diversity  of  upinioii  as  to  the 
proper  time  to  wcau.  Tin-  fad  inu-t  always  he  kept  in  mind, 
that  the  yoim!.;er  the  animals  are  when  weaned,  the  greater  the 
amount  of  care  thai  is  necessary  to  avoid  dip'-tive  disorders. 
Many  swine  growers  wean  their  spring  litters  at  four  weeks  of 
age.  Where  .-kimnied  milk  is  availahle  in  siillicienl  quantities, 
or  where  the  attendant  has  the  time  and  will  take  the  pains  to 
[ircpare  .some  kind  of  >uhslitute  for  milk,  this  can  he  done  with 
safety,  otherwise  the  practice  i^  alleiitled  with  a  good  deal  of 
risk.  Stunted,  unthrifty  pig-,  which  prove  to  he  unprolilahle 
fceder>.  freiiueiitly  re-iilt  from  it.  The  writer  jirefcrs  to  permit 
the  pigs  to  follow  the  dam  for  at  Ica.-l  >i\  weeks,  and  when  only 
one  litter  [ler  sow  each  year  is  heing  grown  he  prefers  to  give 
them  eight,  or  even  ten,  weeks. 

Milk  SnliKfihitfg.- '  X   good   snhstitiite   for  skimmed   milk   c.-ui 
he  [ireparcd  hy  putting  the  i'e(|iiirod  amount  of  ground  oats  in 


,1   liaiifl   1)1'   \:il,  ami   |"iiniiiu  ii\ri-   it    li\('   liiiic-'   lln'  i|iiiiiilils    m|' 

Ixiiliim    «mIcI.       Slil-    llli-<    llinlilll^llU  .    CKXcr    it    tiulllU,    ;ll|i|    let     it 

•tiiiiil  until  colli  iMimiuli  to  ilriiik.  Stir  tlii>iniiir|ilv  ii;-  in.  jimi 
-tlaili  tlifiitiyli  a  .-lu'i'l  (if  will'  !ji(>'«i|inlii  li' ailin,  aild 
iiiir  jiiiit  of  .-lioii-  to  (Mill  ualloii  III'  liijiiii,  ami  tVcil 
to  till'  wcaiiliiiu  |iiu-  ami  tlir  -oliil  |ioi'iiiiii  to  tin-  olili'i-  animals; 
or  -ronnil  oal-  ma\  lie  run  tlifoimli  a  raiininu  mill  in  uiiiili 
all  till'  «inii  ir<  slinl  oil,  ami  the  -irccii-'  -o  ailin-lfil  a>  to  -i'|iaral«' 
llic  lnill>  t'rotn  the  mi'al.  Thi'  ili-iinl  ainonnt  of  Tucal  ma\  lie 
put  into  a  iiarrcl  or  \al  ainl  lift  to  i.icw  a-  ili'-crilicij  aliov.'.  When 
lli.»  i«  iloiic  liolli  till'  li'iuitl  ami  ilic  -olid  [lortion  mr\'  lie  iVil  |o 
tlif  xoiHi^cr  anim  il-.  'I'lif  ol.jiTi  of  tin-  carrful  |iii'|iaration  i«  to 
rciiioVL'  till'  liull-  of  till'  oat-,  whirl)  aif  irritatim;  to  the  tciiil(<r 
liniiiii  of  till'  .-"tomai  h  a'nl  intc-tincs  of  youii'.^   j'iu-.   ami  to  put 

till'  tiii'al   in  -mil  f..rm   iliat   it  can   I a-il\    iliLic-lnl  am!  a-simi- 

lali'd  hy  tlii'iii.  Ill  addition  to  this  a  clean  -mciilciit  pasture  i- 
di-iral'li'.  and  uill  aid  urcally  in  ki'cpiim  the  animal-  in  health 
and  in  lilliiii;  ilicin  for  heavier  feeding;  later  i  n. 
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